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November

Alyssa Small
Montana Kaimin
Come November 2nd, Missoula County Sheriff Mike McMeekin
will be replace by one of three candidates. The next three weeks will
be the busiest for Nick Lisi, Brad
Giffin and Carl Ibsen.

Ben Coulter/Montana Kaimin
UM Paleontology Center Collections Manager Kallie Moore sorts through materials Tuesday afternoon in the collections room. The Paleontology Center
will host an open house for National Fossil Day on Wednesday evening in the Charles H. Clapp Building from 5 to 7 p.m.

Erin Cole
Montana Kaimin
George Stanley recently
watched a father and son pass a
fossil display on the third floor
of the Charles H. Clapp Building.
“What’s that?” the little boy
asked, pointing at the skeleton
preserved behind the glass.
“It’s a dinosaur,” the father
replied. “Careful, he might bite
you.”
Stanley couldn’t help but
inwardly groan because the
fossil in question was actually
a saber-toothed tiger. For Stanley, director of The University
of Montana Paleontology Cen-

ter, this confusion between dinosaur and mammal showed
that the public could use some
education on the world of fossils.
“The public generally thinks
about Jurassic Park or dinosaurs,” Stanley said. “People
have no clue that fossils are
more than dinosaurs, and we
want to show the depth and
breadth of what they are and
how important they are.”
In order to do this, Stanley,
along with Kallie Moore, the
center’s collections manager,
will honor National Fossil Day
by educating the public on fossils during an open house on
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Wednesday.
The night’s activities start at
5 p.m. with a reception around
the Tyrannosaurus rex display
on the first floor of CHCB.
The open house focuses on
teaching people about the importance of fossils and why
institutions like UM store and
catalog them.
“If they are curious about
ancient life, then this would be
a great time to come,” Moore
said. “We are orientating this
for the general public so it
won’t be like taking a paleobiology class by any means.”
Attendees can choose from a
number of simultaneously oc-

curring events, including viewing a National Geographic film
about sea monsters, touring the
facility, watching grad students
display research in the labs and
entering the collections room,
where hundreds-of-millionsof-years-old fossils are kept.
“We don’t take people down
there very often so it is sort of a
special occasion,” Moore said of
the 1,500-square-foot room that
holds 192 cases of specimens.
The center has been in existence for five years, but Moore
said few people outside of the
world of paleontology know it
exists.
See FOSSIL, page 3
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Nick Lisi: Republican
Despite his limited experience
with the Missoula County Sheriff’s Department, Nick Lisi said
he has the expertise to be the
new sheriff in town.
Lisi worked in the Corning
Police Department in his hometown, Corning, N.Y., and in the
Los Angeles Police Department
for 25 years. He retired to Montana in 2004 and, though he has
lived in Missoula only six years,
he said he knows Missoula well
from 30 years of hunting and
visiting in the area.
“I think I can make good
decisions for the department
because I have no ties to it,” he
said. “I have a clear perspective
and an unclouded view because
I don’t have friends to think of or
a reputation here in law enforcement.”
Lisi said he wants to make
sure the department is hiring
people based on “merit and
skill.” He plans to get to know
the deputies and other personnel and make sure they are the
best people for their positions.
By dividing the county up
into specific sections, Lisi said he
wants to make sure deputies on
patrol stay in the area they are
assigned to monitor. He said he
hopes this would provide better
See SHERIFF, page 3
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EDITORIAL

COOKING COLUMN

Poor, drunk and hungry
Breakfast with Dad

Enough talk
by Justin Franz, News Editor

by Kate Whittle
Friday, October 15, 2010, may very well be one of the
most historic days in the recent history of The University
of Montana.
At exactly 5 p.m., George Dennison will hand the keys
of his corner office in Main Hall to Royce Engstrom, ending the longest running presidency in this university’s
history. And with that simple gesture the work will begin
for our 17th president.
Much of this fall has been spent revealing Engstrom to
the campus community. In that time, the charismatic new
president has shown that he can convey his own message.
But now it is time to cut the small talk and get to work.
Engstrom has promised to be the president of all of the
UM campuses. He has promised to get the facility that the
staff and students of Missoula’s College of Technology deserve. He has promised to do more with less in these trying financial times. He has promised to spearhead progress at an institution that, with work, could become the
world-class university he desires it to be.
He has promised, and he must deliver.
And he can do this if he takes advantage of this moment in UM’s history, a time in which enrollment has never been higher and new ideas are in excess. An influx of
new ideas does not discredit what has been done over the
past two decades. With the stability of leadership over the
past 20 years, the flow of new ideas and new ways to look
at old problems might have been lacking. After awhile, the
status quo had become the rule.
The next few weeks and months will bring some major
decisions, including if UM should join the Western Athletic Conference — a decision that could have long lasting
effects on this campus and community for years to come.
After that the new legislature begins in Helena and it is
there that our new president will have to fight for funding.
Will they see someone new and just walk all over him?
What about the expansion of the campus? Every year
enrollment numbers grow, while the space to teach remains the same. How will he find the space, and the money, to ensure that everyone here gets the most from their
education?
In short, welcome to the corner office President Engstrom. Now, it’s time to get to work.

justin.franz@umontana.edu

We are all destined to turn
into our parents. This isn’t a
new sentiment, but it occurred
to me for the first time one
Sunday morning when I got up
early and made scrambled eggs
with 12-minute potatoes — one
of my Dad’s favorite breakfasts.
I may be a more tattooed, lessCatholic version of my parents,
but I can’t deny that as I get
older, I act more and more like
them. I hated country music as
a kid, and now I’m downloading Dolly Parton and Hank
Williams.
Hopefully, we can all take
the best parts of our upbringing and improve on them when
we make our own lives (though
I wouldn’t call myself an adult
by any stretch). In college, I’ve
discovered that I deeply care
about local, whole foods, but
I didn’t realize it might be because I was raised on a small

farm. Sure, we had plenty
of Kraft Mac ‘n Cheese, but
throughout the years we also
ate pork, beef, chicken, eggs
and produce all from our backyard. I’ve rejected a lot of things
about rural Montana, but I
won’t reject sustainable eating.
This is a spruced-up version of
my dad’s crispy potatoes, and
the ingredients are in season at
the farmers markets right now.
I eat it with ketchup and hot
sauce, just like he does.

Oh God, I Am My Parents
(12-Minute Potatoes)

•2-3 Red Potatoes
•1-2 Green Peppers
•Liberal amounts of cheese (I
like Lifeline Farms’ pepperjack)
•Cooking oil
•Chopped herbs — I enjoy
basil and parsley

Cut up potatoes into cubes
— leave the skins on, they’re
tasty and have a lot of nutrients — and boil until you can
easily put a fork through them,
or about ten minutes. You want
them cooked through, but not
mushy. Drain in a colander.
Meanwhile, heat up oil in a
pan and dice your green peppers. Throw in the peppers and
some herbs and spices. Saute
the peppers for a couple minutes, then add the potatoes. Let
potatoes fry until the sides are
crispy and your peppers are
tender. Turn off the heat, sprinkle on cheese, and put a lid
on the pan until the cheese is
melted. Stir it around to evenly
distribute the cheesy goodness,
and serve it up! Combined
with some scrambled eggs and
a cup of coffee, this is the best
breakfast ever. Thanks, Papa.
kate.whittle@umontana.edu

COLUMN

The Renters’ Rant
Medical marijuana and
renters’ rights
by Beki Hartmann
The Renters’ Rant is a weekly editorial brought to you by the ASUM
Off-Campus Renter Center. As an
agency of ASUM, they assist with tenant – landlord disputes, work politically
to further renters’ rights and empower
students to advocate for themselves.
Thinking of getting your
Green Card? As a renter, you may
want to reconsider. Although
Montana has passed the Medical
Marijuana Act, it is still federally
illegal to grow and use the substance. Your landlord could claim
several reasons to kick you out for
growing or using medical marijuana:
1: Mold from creating a humid,
mini-greenhouse in your apart-

ment. Mold can be considered a
health violation and/or damage to
the apartment.
2: Growing illegal substances
(in this case, according to federal
law).
3: Commercial use of your residential unit.
4: Smoking. Many leases now
prohibit smoking in rentals.
Another point to consider
would be the type of lease you
have. If it is a month-to-month
lease, your landlord doesn’t need
to provide a reason for giving you
a 30-day written notice of eviction.
Consider this when making your
decision.
The 2011 Legislative session will

inevitably have people from both
sides of the medical marijuana debate pushing for new legislation
and amending old. If you are interested in advocating for or against
its use, contact the ASUM Student
Political Action Director to find out
how to have your voice heard. His
office is located in the ASUM suites
on the first floor of the UC.
More questions about renting in
Missoula? Having a tenant/landlord
issue? See us at the Renter Center in
ASUM in the UC. See us online at
www.umt.edu/asum/rentercenter or
give us a call at 243-2017. The information in this editorial is not legal advice.
If you need legal assistance, contact
ASUM Legal Services.
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SHERIFF
From page 1
law enforcement in the less-populated areas of the county.
“The city has police and campus
security,” he said. “The deputies
don’t need to be patrolling there,
too.”
He said he also hopes to inspire
the deputies to continue to learn.
“Employees should be taking
advantage of the U, taking night
classes and working to better themselves,” he said. “That’s part of their
duty when they work in public service.”

FOSSIL
From page 1
“We want to get our name
out there a little better and invite
people to come by if they find [a
fossil],” she said. “We want people to feel comfortable and not
feel like they have to go to Bozeman and talk to somebody there
if they find one.”
Since UM started accumulating fossils in 1898, the collection
has grown to over 100,000 specimens, many of them specifically
mammals and invertebrates.
In addition to public outreach
and tours, the center functions
as a research museum and has
loaned fossils to Japan, Russia
and South America.

Brad Giffin: Democrat
Brad Giffin comes from a long
line of law enforcement officers and
hopes to rise to the top in the county. But why should he be sheriff?
“Because I’m just the right guy
for the job,” he said.
Giffin grew up in Missoula and
has worked for local law enforcement for 21 years. The Missoula
native said his experience in the department and his knowledge of his
coworkers will help him reorganize
department without cutting the services they provide for the public.
“There are certain positions that
I think we really don’t need,” he
said.

Giffin said he plans to take a
close look at administrative positions in the Sheriff’s Department
and find unnecessary positions that
he can cut.
“That way there’s one less administrative position and one more
person patrolling on the street,” he
said.
He also said he hopes to improve
deputies’ training by adding a mandatory six-minute skills refresher at
the daily debriefing meetings. This
way, he said, they will be better prepared when they have to face those
rare, dangerous situations.
Giffin also said he will try to get
the deputies doing more “normal”

“Specialists come here, often
at their own expense,” Stanley
said. “Down in those collections there are fossils that are
priceless and one-of-a-kind.”
While UM doesn’t offer a
major or minor in paleontology, classes in the subject are offered through the geosciences
department. In 2008, the center
received a grant from the National Science Foundation for
renovations to the basement,
and numerous articles based
on the center’s specimens have
been published.
Moore, however, would like
to see UM offer a paleontology
minor.
“I mean, we are in Montana
and there are tons of fossils

here dating back from the Precambrian to the Ice Age, and
we’ve got about everything in
between,” Moore said. “A lot of
stuff has gone down in the 4.5
billion years of earth’s history,
and to see where you’re going,
you have to know where you’re
coming from.”
Stanley, meanwhile, feels
that the visual aspects of the
discipline would attract students.
“What do you have to say?
Just show a T. rex skull and it’s
instantly a sensation,” he said.
“You have to admit that compared to physics, or something
like that, [paleontology] is a
science that is very visual and
grabbing.”
erin.cole@umontana.edu

NEWS 3

events in addition to their patrols.
“Deputies tend to think everyone is a lawbreaker, and that just
isn’t true,” he said. “This would give
them opportunities to do something a little more normal and a
little more positive.”
Creating a more accessible department is also on the agenda for
Giffin. By making a more userfriendly website and encouraging
people to stop by the department
to share their problems, Giffin said
he hopes the relationships between
deputies and civilians will be less
tense.
“For whatever reason, people
don’t feel comfortable coming to
the office to make a complaint — or
even to give a compliment,” he said.
“Maybe that’s from a fear of retribution or something, but I hope to
change that.”
Carl Ibsen: Independent
Sheriff candidate Carl Ibsen said
he believes in harsh penalties and
that he isn’t afraid to use them to
make Missoula County a more efficient and safe place.
Ibsen, who has been a Missoula
resident since 1963 and has worked
in Missoula law enforcement for
nearly 38 years, plans to focus
chiefly on curbing the number of
domestic violence cases and reduce
the number of drunk drivers on
Missoula County roads.
“When more than four people
are working patrol, one guy would
focus just on DUIs,” he said.

This one person would be working what Ibsen will call the Traffic Division. He said he hopes a
combination of this and frequent
roadblocks similar to the ones the
city police department have begun
conducting will encourage people
to drive more safely, uninfluenced
by alcohol and drugs.
Ibsen has only been encouraged
to strengthen his domestic violence
position by the accident his late wife,
Judy Wang, was involved in.
Wang had been an attorney in
Missoula who advocated for domestic violence victims. She died
when her car was hit by a drunk
driver in September 2009, causing
her car to roll.
Ibsen said he and Wang had
supported each other in their work
to fight domestic violence.
“Home is the one place in the
world where you ought to be absolutely safe from anything,” he said.
He also said he wants to understand why so few women work
with the sheriff’s office. Today, the
department only employs one female deputy.
“For whatever reason, we just
can’t keep women working with
us,” he said. “I want to get in contact
with some of them and figure out
why not.”
No matter what, Ibsen said he
wants to make Missoula a safer
place.
“You’ve got to focus on what
you’re doing,” he said. “That’s how
you maintain safety.”
alyssa.small@umontana.edu
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New advice for an old problem
Hannah Stiff
Montana Kaimin
Most people probably can’t
remember what they ate for
breakfast on any given day in
2001. But you probably remember exactly where you were or what
you were doing when you heard
that an airplane hit the World
Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001.
The emotional ties that allow people to recall an important event are the last thing a
person grasps in their old age,
geriatric psychologist Lilian
Thorpe told a group at The University of Montana Tuesday.
Thorpe was one of many experts who spoke to a crowded
classroom in the Todd Continuing Education building
via a videoconference called
“Alzheimer’s Disease: From
Research to Best Practices.”
The conference addressed the
difficulties of caring for elderly
people, especially of those coping with dementia and limited
cognitive skills.
Presenters from across the
globe were broadcast to over 25
cities in Montana. Physicians,
nurses, physical therapists,
pharmacists, nursing home administrators and students from

around the state were encouraged to attend the event.
Thorpe told a story about
Vivian, her mother-in-law,
who suffers from dementia.
Vivian was terrified of planes
all her life. The fear came
from World War II bombings
near her house in Europe.
As Alzheimer’s took Vivian’s
ability to communicate about
her fear of planes, she could
only tremble in fear every time
she heard an airplane.
Such a response from an
elderly person, a seemingly
random noise or action, is actually very important. Caregivers and family members
shouldn’t say, “Oh, they have
dementia, don’t worry about
it,” and ignore a bigger fear
the person may be exhibiting,
Thorpe said.
She also emphasized that a
one-medication-fits-all theory
is wrong. For example, elderly people are often treated
for depression with Prozac
or Zoloft when they aren’t
depressed at all, but are apathetic. Senior citizens who are
apathetic don’t want to participate in activities they once
loved, or seem content sitting

MONTANA

MTPR gets signal
from federal grants
Kate Whittle
Montana Kaimin
Even with the advent of
modern online streaming
and podcasts, Montana Public Radio is expanding coverage to its listeners with traditional terrestrial transmitters.
Thanks to $500,000 in grants
from the U.S. Department of
Commerce, 12,000 to 15,000
new listeners will be able to
tune in to MTPR, said William Marcus, director of the
broadcast media center.
“The vast majority of people
who listen to radio still listen
with a radio,” he said. “The
best way to serve a big group
is still with a terrestrial signal.”
Terrestrial signals are radio
waves received by an antenna, as opposed to online data
streaming or satellite radio like
that of Sirius.
Marcus said MTPR currently broadcasts from four transmitters throughout western
Montana, and now will add
two more to expand the broadcast coverage. Sometime next
year the Flathead area will get
better reception, and Libby will
be able to tune in for the first
time ever by June.
Marcus said a group of Libby residents asked to get the

station ten years ago. Libby resident Gwenn Hensler was on
the original committee in 1999.
She called the project a “patient
wait.”
Hensler said she is excited
to listen to the variety of programming MTPR offers. “A lot
of people come [to Libby] for
the slower life, but they still
want the diversity, they still
want to know what’s going on
in the world,” she said.
Marcus said getting the
grants was a multi-step process, requiring a written grant
proposal and getting FCC approval.
Marcus said he thinks that
after the new stations are added, MTPR probably won’t grow
for a while. “We’re probably at
the end of a long-term build
out,” he said.
MTPR broadcasts as KUFM
from The University of Montana campus in Missoula.
Some of the grant money will
also go toward maintaining
equipment at the home studio.
Marcus said KUFM began in 1965 as a 10-watt station based in the journalism
building, and now has grown
to become an NPR affiliate,
broadcasting to a potential
listenership of 370,000 homes.
kate.whittle@umontana.edu

and doing nothing all day. To treat
apathy, caregivers should try to get
the elderly to engage in knitting,
bingo games, painting or anything
that will trigger a positive response. Giving apathetic people
antidepressants could make them
suicidal, while giving them Ritalin would make them wired but
still indifferent.
The depression/apathy distinction and treatment for it is only one
of many issues facing elder caregivers. Cindy Garthwait, a social work
professor at UM, says people in Montana need to discuss these topics now
more than ever.
By 2025 the number of people age
65 and older in Montana, compared
with the total state population, will
rank fourth in the nation, she said.
“The community needs to come
together to care for its elderly. Caring for them takes many points of
contact,” Garthwait added. That was
the goal in bringing together doctors,
professors and students in Montana
Geriatric Education’s 8th annual conference.
hannah.stiff@umontana.edu

Ben Coulter/Montana Kaimin
Carol J. Farran discusses family caregiving dynamics Thursday in the
Todd building during a conference titled “Alzheimer’s Disease: From
Research to Best Practices.”
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Fall bike tour pedals to Lubrecht Forest
Hannah J. Ryan
Montana Kaimin
Bike enthusiasts tune up their wheels for one of the
last times this season in Free Cycles’ grease-stained
workshop. A dozen of them crank Allen wrenches,
preparing to haul donated bikes to The University of
Montana’s experimental forest, Lubrecht.
The project known as the Free Fall Tour is led by
Bob Giordano, who is head of Free Cycles and executive director of the Missoula Institute for Sustainable
Transportation.
Giordano made news last week when he was
picked up by police for painting “sharrows,” or shared
lane markings, on the section of Higgins Avenue between Hellgate High School and the river. Here cyclists
and drivers are pressed into the same lanes.
“The sharrows are nationally approved markings
used to promote awareness in areas where you can’t
fit bike lanes,” Giordano said.
It was the number of bicycle-car crashes in that sec-

Q+
A

tion of town that moved Giordano and his friends to
paint temporary orange and purple-colored sharrows.
“With some rain and a few weeks they would have
faded away,” Giordano said. “Just like little burst[s] of
fall color, like leaves.”
The Free Fall Tour, which Giordano still plans to attend, will combine safe biking practices and sustainable
transportation in their trip this weekend. Free Cycles
volunteers will transport bikes donated to the Lubrecht
forest for the use of staff and visitors without the use of
motorized vehicles.
The forest covers 28,000 acres owned by UM, making up a giant outdoor classroom and research area
used by students and researchers.
Pedaling-aficionados will strap donated bikes to
their own or pull small trailers filled with partly assembled cycles. They will then ride the 33 miles from
Missoula up to Lubrecht, drop off their burden, camp
at the forest that night, and come back the next morning with lighter loads.

with Michael Todd

Aleks Pitt, volunteer coordinator for Free Cycles,
said Saturday’s ride is the seventh trip of a series
called Tour de Montana. The first tour took place in
2005 when 35 bikers pedaled to Butte in the name of
Hurricane Katrina victims. They covered 130 miles
and raised $2,000 through pledges to send bike kits to
damaged cycle shops in New Orleans.
The tours often have all been founded on causes
promoting sustainable transportation, Pitt said. Anyone interested in participating in the tour is encouraged to contact Free Cycles.
“We want to get more people happy on bikes,” Giordano said. “And there’s a good cause built into that.”
Giordano pled not guilty Tuesday to charges of
criminal mischief and requested a juried trial. With
the trail set for January, Giordano hopes that his actions will keep people interested in improving bicycle
safety in Missoula until then.
“I expect now they will have to address this stretch
of road sooner than they would have,” he said.
hannah.ryan@umontana.edu

by Kate Whittle

Progressive rock band Coheed and Cambria will play in Missoula for the first time this Saturday at The Wilma Theater. Bassist Michael Todd has
been playing with the band for almost 11 years. The 30-year-old called The Kaimin from the tour bus and talked about his life on the road.

Q: Have you been to Montana before?
A: I have not been to Missoula yet. I’ve definitely been to
Montana before. I know it’s checked off my list. I used to
keep a list of places I’ve been, but I’ve lost track after a
couple thousand shows. Some places I’ve been to a lot of
times. New clubs and theaters sprout up all the time and
old ones close down. Eventually I got too tired of keeping
track.
Q: After a couple thousand shows, how do you stay
enthusiastic?
A: The fans really help. Seeing people that are excited – a
lot of that translates on stage. We have room in this band
to do improvisation, and that’s a lot of fun for me. There’s
a lot of things I don’t think I’ve ever played the same twice.
Having that freedom means I’m not tied down too much.
Q: How much are you involved in songwriting for
Coheed and Cambria albums?
A: Claudio [Sanchez] is definitely the principle songwriter.
Sometimes he’ll bring whole songs to us. Sometimes we’ll

all sit in a room and jam together. I like just kind of having
a blank slate there, to register that my instrument is going
in and winging it. I write all my parts.
Q: What kind of music do you listen to? What albums have you been listening to lately?
A: When I’m by myself I like a lot of singer-songwriter
stuff and experimental pop music, like British pop or
French pop. The greatest album I’ve heard in a long time
was from the band Midlake. They’re from Texas. “The
Courage of Others,” I think, is the name of it. Really good
record. Almost country with a little bit of jazz. When I’m
playing my bass and jamming along to music, old funk and
jazz stuff is the best.
Q: How do you carry around your music? Are you a
digital guy, or are you into vinyl?
A: I have an iPod. All my music’s digital, just for convenience. I don’t really have a home right now, since the past
few years I’ve just been living wherever my suitcase goes.
I’ve been renting places around LA for the last few years.
I can’t really stay put since I’m on tour every two weeks

every couple months. Some band guys are married and
have houses and shit. I’m the guy running around.
Q: Do you party on tour?
A: I did party really, really hard for many years, but I don’t
anymore. I don’t drink or anything now. It was going on to
ridiculous new heights. Tour is just, like, nonstop partying, if
you want it to be. It was getting really old really fast. So, no,
I don’t really party on the road. I’m becoming a man a little
bit, trying to fill my days with more constructive shit than
just getting buzzed.
Q: What’s your advice for musicians starting out?
A: If you’re playing music, quit and go manage bands. I’m
just kidding! Play something you write, and if it’s something
you really like, chances are other people will [like it] too.
We’re not all that different.You know if you’ve got a shot.
Keep going until you feel that. I was with Coheed and
Cambria for six years before we got big. I kinda always
knew we had something special.

kate.whittle@umontana.edu
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Sprang tries out for assistant provost job
Lily Rabil
Montana Kaimin
Associate provost candidate
Stephen Sprang said The University of Montana graduate school
needs more funding and better
organization at an open forum
presentation yesterday.
Sprang laid out the strengths
and weaknesses of the grad
school in his presentation. He
said uncompetitive stipends and
dwindling graduate enrollment
rates were some of the main challenges facing the program; on the
other hand, the school does offer
a wide variety of disciplines and
has an appealing location.
Sprang holds a doctorate in biochemistry and is the director of the
Center of Biomolecular Structure
and Dynamics at the university. He
said his expertise is in science, but
that he understands the university’s need to attract students from
different areas of study.

He said new money isn’t necessarily going to be pouring into the
program, which means funding
for the graduate school needs to
be restructured. He said the Office
of the Provost needs to work more
closely with the school to make sure
the program is running efficiently.
“We have the unusual situation
where the grad school is divided,”
Sprang said, “which means it has
two locations on campus, and
those locations need to work together seamlessly.”
He said current programs need
to be examined and the grad program needs better assessment
tools to measure the success of the
school. Sprang said it’s important to
make sure students are learning relevant skills that they will be able to
use in the future.
The dropout rate at the university is also too high, Sprang said,
adding that many students leave
for financial reasons. He said that
UM could combat this by lower-

ing tuition rates for out-of-state
students and increasing stipends
while providing more internship
opportunities.
Sprang noted the College of
Technology as a potential option for
teacher’s assistants who are looking
for teaching opportunities.
He said the associate provost
should work closely with the internship office to find different
options for students looking for
hands-on experience. He said it’s
important to develop a relationship with the state legislature to
make sure the needs of the grad
school are being met.
In the question and answer
session at the end of the presentation, Sprang addressed the need
for faculty mentors.
He said many institutions have
a graduate faculty that specifically
mentors grad students. He said
the university should select faculty members for this and lay out
their specific duties to ensure that

Sally Finneran/ Montana Kaimin
Candidate for associate provost Stephen Sprang, a professor for the Division of Biological Sciences and director of the UM Center for Biomolecular
Structure and Dynamics, speaks at an open forum Tuesday night.

the needs of grad students aren’t
overlooked. He also recognized the
need for a more diverse faculty that
includes mentors from different backgrounds and cultures.
“We will have to be creative,”
Sprang said, adding that hiring

more professors isn’t always the
easiest thing to do. He suggested
recruiting relevant mentors from
other schools or using online
courses as a way for students to
gain access to more people.
alyssa.rabil@umontana.edu
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Activists add to the “M”
Hannah J. Ryan
Montana Kaimin
On Saturday night, local environmental activists embellished Mount
Sentinel’s “M.” A small group used
tarps to spell out the number 350, referring to the parts per million of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere that
some scientists say the planet can
safely withstand.
An organization, 350.org, coordinated over 7,000 work parties under
the banner of a global effort called 1010-10 Global Work Parties. The parties
did projects to decrease carbon and
heighten the awareness within political circles so that people will work to
slow climate change, but they did not
claim responsibility for the number on
the “M.”
Missoula groups held a number of
events as well. Community volunteers
planted hundreds of trees in Greenough Park, built bikes at Free Cycles
and pulled weeds along the Clark
Fork River, among other projects.
Kristine Akland spent Sunday in
John J. Toole Park pulling weeds, namely cheatgrass, from the native species
garden. Akland is the Missoula leader
for the 350.org project but said she was
still surprised when she woke up that
morning to see the giant number next
to the “M.”

www.montana
kaimin.com

Groups have to get special permission from UM to display by the “M.”
UM’s natural area specialist, Marilyn
Marler, said she had heard that UM
Climate Action Now wanted to place
the number on Mount Sentinel as part
of 350.org’s projects, but asked them
not to because of concern over the ecological impact.
UM CAN officially decided not to
place the number next to the “M,” but a
small group of activists with whom neither 350.org or UM CAN have claimed
affiliation, carried tarps up the “M” trail
anyway.
Marler said damage to the plants
and soil occurs when people are hiking around off of the trails, moving rocks and putting stakes in the
ground. She said many groups want
to put their cause on the mountain
and that can become a problem.
“It’s ironic because it was supposed
to be a day of environmental awareness and minimizing human impact
on earth and they went and put a big
graffiti on the side of a natural area,”
Marler said.
Akland and other project coordinators received numerous e-mails and
texts wondering about the number.
“We don’t know who put that up
there,” Akland said. “It’s great that it’s
getting people asking, but it’s definitely not good ecologically.”

Sally Finneran/ Montana Kaimin
A large “350” sits next to the “M” on Mt. Sentinel Sunday. The number was placed by an environmental
group to reference the parts per million of carbon dioxide that “should” be in the atmosphere.

Patrick Rhea, President of UM CAN,
said he agreed with Marler in that groups
shouldn’t be posting messages that might
potentially harm the environment. But he
said in the fall, once vegetation has finished its growing cycle, there is not much
harm to trafficked areas.
“We need to ask ourselves of the overall impact of the statement itself,” Rhea
said. “You have to weigh your impacts
here.”
There are 392 parts of carbon dioxide
per million in the atmosphere globally.
Climate change scientists have deemed
this a dangerously high level.
Akland said the Missoula 350.org

group’s main goal is to plant the seeds
for climate action and work to show local leaders, and those in Washington,
that they’re worried about the changes
observed globally.
Back in Toole Park there is a scar cutting through the native sage and bunch
grass where frozen sewer pipes had to
be dug up and replaced last winter. The
earth disturbed in the process is now
overrun with little else but cheatgrass,
which outcompetes nearly all other types
of vegetation. Akland tugged up each
weed, one at a time.
“Every little bit counts,” Akland said.
hannah.ryan@umontana.edu
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Freshman shores up volleyball’s defense
A.J. Mazzolini
Montana Kaimin
She’d played volleyball for
years. The sport had practically been there her whole
life. Still, Megan Murphey
was nervous.
Very nervous. Her stomach felt as if it had been
twisted into knots.
She had started the season listed as a potential redshirt on The University of
Montana’s volleyball roster.
She’d traveled with the team,
watching each of their previous seven games from the
bench.
But this was much different. This was the real thing
— live action against Utah
State at home. Coach Jerry
Wagner called her name,
and she went into the game,
lining up in the back row.
“It was pretty nerve-racking,” the freshman Murphey
said. “It’s so much different
sitting on the sidelines and
supporting your team. I was
really intimidated at first.”
The decision to activate
Murphey came about a
month ago with Montana
sputtering to a 2–5 record.
The early season was filled
with defensive miscues and
losses to dominant teams.
Wagner needed depth on
his defense. He turned to his
5-foot-3-inch specialist from
Bozeman.
“Through early season
tournaments, our ball handling and defense were
sporadic,”
Wagner
said.
“[Murphey’s] contribution has
certainly improved our defense and added consistency to
our serve and receive game.”
Since that time, whether
due to the addition of Mur-

phey or not, a transition to
conference play or a continually evolving team defense
that changed things, Montana has posted a 6–5 record.
Whatever the cause, Wagner
said his Griz have strengthened their game and found
consistency.
Murphey’s role in the season turnaround began long
before her first steps on the
court against Utah State. She
showed great promise in the
preseason, in-house scrimmage. Her performance left
the coaching staff at a crossroads. There were enough
players to dress a full team —
a team expected to perform
well enough that it garnered
a preseason No. 1 ranking
from the conference coaches.
They could potentially give
Murphey a redshirt year
and four more playing seasons of eligibility. But she’d
also shown a knack for digging balls in the backcourt,
a skill that helped her land
team outstanding defender
awards three seasons at Bozeman High, and great intuition when tracking spiked
balls. She could be useful for
the Griz almost immediately.
For the first time in Wagner’s tenure as head coach,
he’d been faced with a very
difficult redshirt decision
during preseason. He opted
to tentatively sit her, knowing in the back of his mind
that reinforcement waited in
case of defensive trouble.
So Murphey hit the road
with the team, traveling
to two early tournaments.
While the team competed,
she watched and waited. She
picked up on the speed of
the game, faster and fiercer

contests than she’d seen before.
“There wasn’t very much
pressure on [me],” she said.
“I was there for the ride and
to experience it. It was nice
to sit on the sidelines and actually see what’s going on.
You don’t really have time
to watch it when you’re playing.”
Since she first donned the
Grizzlies’ game jersey, Murphey’s been a steady player.
Listed as a defensive specialist for the Griz, the freshman
has picked up playing time
all along the back line, filling in the spot in which she’s
needed.
As Murphey was a libero
in high school, Wagner expects her to lock down that
position in the future for
Montana. She’s currently
providing depth there while
backing up current libero,
senior Brittney Brown, a
player Murphey dubbed “the
libero of the conference.”
Brown took a leadership
role in Murphey’s development almost immediately,
and since they’ve roomed
together on road trips, their
bond has strengthened.
“She’s like my little sister,” Brown said. “I took her
under my wing when she
got here. I know she’s going
to be totally bomb when she
takes over for me next year.”
The two push each other
in practice, coach Wagner
said, in a friendly competition that hones the libero
skills of each player.
“It’s always good to have
competition at positions,”
Wagner said. “It’s good to
have Brittney be the mentor and Megan there on the

Ben Coulter/Montana Kaimin
Freshman libero Megan Murphey passes the ball around during practice
Tuesday evening in the West Auxiliary Gym.

ready, just in case.”
She made instant impact
playing in the Montana Invitational, recording a 10-dig
match against Temple University in Montana’s only win of
the tournament.
“She’s a very intelligent
player,” the coach said. “She’s
got some court savvy beyond
her years.”
And now that she’s experienced live competition for

the better part of a month,
her nerves can relax a little.
The “blur” that she first saw
when volleyballs whistled
through the air at her has become manageable, she said.
The quickness doesn’t seem
so overwhelming anymore,
and with that growth comes
the kind of defensive ability
Wagner hoped for when he
sent her trembling into her
first match.
anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu
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Sophomore receiver comes up big early in the season
Troy Warzocha
Montana Kaimin
He may not have the speed of
Jabin Sambrano, the strength of
Antwon Moutra or the luscious
locks of Sam Gratton, but with
each touchdown catch, the legend
of sophomore wide receiver Bryce
Carver has slowly grown from a
dull whisper into a loud roar.
“What Bryce does is gives us
that guy that has the ability to play
all four different receiver spots,”
said Griz head coach Robin Pflugrad. “He’s an intelligent football
player.”
And while he may not be
as widely recognized as the
Grizzlies’ other receivers, the
Dillon native has found the
end zone more than any of
them.
Through six games, Carver’s four touchdown catches

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
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offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.
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lead all Grizzly wide-outs,
placing him third on the team
in scoring.
It’s quite an accomplishment
for a young man who as a true
freshman saw special teams action in seven games but failed to
haul in a single reception.
However, once Carver finally
got his hands on the ball, his playing time and reputation multiplied with each catch.
In the season opener against
Western State, not only did Carver
record a 12-yard touchdown on
his first career catch, but the next
time he caught the ball, he bettered the feat with a 28-yard score.
“You’re always itching to get
out there and play,” Carver said.
“I learned a lot from watching
Marc [Mariani] and Ty [Palmer]
last year and all the older guys. So
when I got out there I was ready to
go … and fortunately my first two

catches were for touchdowns.”
For a receiver who many pundits penciled in as a filler player for
when games got out of hand, Carver’s auspicious start turned heads
as he lobbied for an active role as
part of the Grizzlies’ talented, but
deep receiving corps.
Although he began the season as Gratton’s backup, Carver’s
knack for being in the right place
at the right time earned him a slot
receiver spot after Gratton went
down with an early season leg injury.
In the week following Gratton’s injury, Pflugrad’s gamble on
the backup receiver paid off as
the Grizzlies engineered a crucial
fourth-quarter drive against the
Sacramento State Hornets.
With the Griz at their own 43yard line and down by four points
in a tense homecoming affair,
then-backup quarterback Justin

kiosk
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Roper looked to his right and saw
Carver running down the seam
on first down. The sophomore receiver went up to get the ball, but as
he fell to the ground, the ball was
knocked loose.
Eight plays later, Roper again
stepped back and saw Carver
running another seam route on
third-and-seven, but this time, the
receiver jumped and came down
with the ball in the end zone for his
third score of the season.
“It was actually the exact same
play,” Carver said. “I was fortunate enough that Roper trusted
me to put the ball up again and
he put it up. I actually couldn’t see
because it was in the sun for the
longest time but I just trusted that
Roper was going to put it in that
spot so I knew where it was going
to be.”
The vital catch helped the Griz
squeak out a 28–25 victory and

put an end to their early season
two-game losing streak.
“I got my chance to prove myself and I think I did that well,”
Carver said. “I think now that
coaches have faith in all of us;
now [the coaches] rotate us and
we get a lot more playing time …
So I think that really helped even
though it came in an unfortunate
way.”
While he may not be the most
dynamic or fleet-footed member
of the Grizzlies, the sophomore
is carving out a niche as a go-to
target in Pflugrad’s new spread
offense.
“He’s made big plays,” Pflugrad said. “Him and Antwon
Moutra have been really the
Steady Eddies of that receiver
corps. I’m very pleased with those
two players.”
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